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our present commander I might think of him as he did; it was impossible not to see how unfit he was for the station in which he was placed, and not to regret that he was ever named to it. But it was the business of Government to remove him if they thought proper. I could enter into no intrigue upon the subject. With respect to myself, since he was kind enough to interest himself about me, I could have no difficulty in telling him my feelings on the treatment I had received from the King's Ministers. What their reason was for being displeased with me I could not say, but they had acted towards me with a want of attention for which I could not account.
I thought it incumbent upon me to express my sense of it to Lord Castlereagh, and, when I had done so, I had acquitted myself of what I thought became me, in the same manner as I should have felt myself called upon to resent a personal insult had one been offered to me by a man in power. I was perfectly aware of the consequence of speaking as I did to a Minister, but it became me to do it, and, when I had done so, I had done all that I was called upon to do, and I felt no more upon the subject. I did not serve one Minister more than another, and I could act with the same zeal under the present Ministers, though they had been wanting to me, as I should under any others; when I served, it was not Ministers I considered. And at any rate, what had passed had left no unpleasant feeling upon my mind.
Sir Arthur said he did not see how I could be employed in an important command unless some explanation took place; that he was certain that it was not the intention of Ministers to behave unkindly to me; he had so often heard them express their respect and goodwill for me; that Lord Castlereagh was cold and cautious, and there might have been awkwardness in employing me in command after what had passed in Sweden until some explanation had passed with that Court, and this I might have mistaken for offence. He wished I would empower him to say to Ministers that, if nothing had been intended by them to found the French posts still inir
